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hardships and miseries it inflicts on mankind. The working- 
men especially, who have been hitherto used as mere counters 
in this bloody game of kings, are beginning to feel and assert 
their own manhood. In an International Congress of working- 
men held last autumn- at Brussels, the cry most loudly raised 
was ' War against War ; ' and if the working-men of the vari- 
ous countries of Europe resolutely refuse to fight, the end of 
war cannot be far distant." 



How Wae Begins.— : War often begins like the quarrels 
of children. I recollect well when the great boys used to 
set the little ones to fighting, that they might enjoy the 
fun. It was necessary only to put a chip on one boy's 
head, and dare the other to knock it off. No sooner said 
than off goes the chip, and down comes the blow ; and now 
the little heroes maul each other and pull hair, to the great 
delight of all mischief-loving spectators. — Ladd. 



THE WAE-SYSTEM. 



This term is quite familiar ; but precisely what does it 
mean? It is a bold, defiant denial of what is commonly 
understood as mutual justice between men in their dealings 
with each other. Every nation, civilized or savage, has 
always had. its laws, written or unwritten, to define the 
rights and duties of its citizens, and provisions of some 
sort to put those laws in force. Civil government, in this 
general sense, has ever been found, the world over, indis- 
pensable for the well-being and the very existence of 
society. Yet the brotherhood of nations have never in 6000 
years made similar provisions for securing either justice or 
safety in their intercourse with each other. They have never 
once attempted in earnest to create a common Legislature 
which should enact laws imperatively binding on them all, 
a common Court or Judiciary to interpret and apply such 
laws, and an Executive to put them properly in force. 
There has hitherto been nothing like this; and hence the 
chief excuse for the war-system, a species of national duel- 
ling, under which every nation claims the right to decide 
for itself, and musters all its powers for the^enforcement of 
what it chooses to call its rights, acting in its own case 
throughout as lawgiver, accuser, witness, judge and execu- 
tioner. 

Such has been essentially the War-System in every age 
and clime ; nor has Christendom itself, with all its light 
and culture, done more than render this system increas- 
ingly effective in the work of mutual mischief and destruc- 
tion. Its principle remains the same, the principle of sheer 
brute force, a huge and terrible barbarism kept up by 
nations reputedly Christian at an expense of treasure, Mood 
and moral power that well-nigh defies belief or conception. 
In Europe alone it now requires for its support even in 
peace some four or more millions of picked men in the 
fullest vigor of life, nearly doubled in time of war, and ex. 
pends in arms and other war materials, in fortifications and 
arsenals, in war-ships and iron-clads, in labor lost to pro- 
ductive industry, in interest on some $12,000,000,000 or 
more of war-debts, and nameless other ways, not less, it has 
been carefully computed, than $2,000,000,000 every year. 



If we include this Western Continent, the estimate must be 
deemed quite moderate. 

Such, then, is the custom, the War-System, which the 
cause of Peace seeks to do away. Such is its sole aim ; 
just this, and nothing else. With the internal affairs of 
the governments themselves, in their dealing with their own 
subjects, it has nothing to do. It does not say what laws 
shall be enacted, nor with what penalties enforced. It does 
not inquire how theft or robbery, murder or piracy, insur- 
rection or rebellion shall be punished. All such matters it 
leaves to each government, and merely urges that the gov- 
ernments themselves shall devise some means of settling 
their disputes and regulating their intercourse without war. 
With the abandonment, the entire extinction of their War- 
System, its whole specific work will have been done. 



LACK OF THOUGHT ON PEACE. 

We must own our great regret and surprise at the lack 
of thought on the question of Peace even by men well in- 
formed on most subjects. We wish this lack were confined 
to a few ; but we meet it at every turn, and in quarters 
where we ought least to expect it. 

We are reminded of this lack just now by reading in 
several newspapers editorial notices of our cause or its 
organ that were doubtless meant in all kindness and re- 
spect, but which betray a strange lack of acquaintance with 
the subject. We wish we could regard these cases as ex- 
ceptions, but fear they indicate a general ignorance on the 
subject even among good and otherwise intelligent men. 
How many Christians have yet examined this subject with 
any such care or interest as it deserves ? Has one in ten 
or fifty ? How many editors of secular or religious journals 
have done so? How many of our forty or fifty thousand 
preachers have done so ? We think that none of them 
can before God justify the continued neglect of a subject so 
eminently Christian, and so vastly important. 

We must protest that this lack cannot be our own fault. 
We certainly have given line upon line. We have furnish- 
ed ample means of information on the subject. We have 
brought and kept it in many ways before the community. 
They might, had they chosen, have long ago become suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the subject for all practical pur- 
poses. God grant that this strange, inexcusable ignorance 
and apathy may not long continue. Will not at least 
Editors, Preachers and Teachers look at this subject with , 
care in the light of the Gospel, and of the pregnant facts 
and arguments which show its wide and manifold bearings' 
on the world's highest welfare ? 



THE NEW AND BETTER WAY. 

Among the questions looming up in the future, that 'of arbi- 
tration as a substitute for war is destined to hold a foremost 
place. In looking over the continent of Europe, the prospect 
does not appear promising ; we hear of many garrisoned towns 
in which the, soldiers outnumber the people. But the mag- 
nitude of the evil is preparing the way for its own overthrow. 
The people everywhere are crushed by an incubus which is 
yearly becoming more oppressive. The German emigration 
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to the United States has been greatly swollen by multitudes of 
young men who preferred exptriation to a forced military 
service. The idea of conscription in a time of peace, wars 
with the elementary principles of civil freedom ; and all over 
the continent it leads to a disturbance of the social and indus- 
trial arrangements of the people which becomes more aggra- 
vated as armaments increase. Formerly war was a matter of 
military skill and personal bravery, even more than numbers 
or equipments. This is no longer the case. The needle-gun 
must needs wait for the Chassepot ; and while science is groping 
its way in laboratories and worksops, and trying to invent a 
means of destruction still more ghastly, lo ! the more threaten- 
ing of the war-clouds has had time to disap'pear. Nor does it 
appear likely that a time will ever come when nations can be 
sure of fighting each other on the same equal terms as was pos- 
sible in past times. Minnie rifles are no sooner converted into 
Sniders than a new improvement is devised which makes that 
arm a still more deadly one. The same is true of gunboats, of 
ironclads, of wooden ships, of fortifications. War has lost its 
old heroic character. It is no longer the fiery charge of val- 
erous men ; it is simply a cruel and maliglant application of 
scientific principles to the work of human destruction. In the 
Schleswig-Holstien war, shot and shell were rained upon the 
Danish soldiers without their being able to see the enemy. 
This is not war — it is murder. 

We believe that civilization will not long endure the intoler- 
able iniquities of a system which gives absolute power to the 
chemist and the inventor, and makes a soldier a helpless slave, 
whose personal courage will be of small service to him in any 
decisive conflict. Mr. Cobden was of opinion that war would 
be brought to an end by the success with which inventors 
would ultimately develope the art of killing men by scientific 
methods ; and there is no doubt that the appaling character of 
modern warfare, combined with the enormous risk it entails, 
has made great potentates hesitate ere they attempted to carry 
out their schemes of ambition or pride. In making these 
remarks, we are not insensible to the purely moral influences 
which are at work on both sides of the Atlantic. When, 
during General Pierce's administration, the dispute about the 
petty island of San Juan took place, the angriest passions were 
stirred up on both sides, and the slightest indiscretion on the 
part of a subordinate officer in a remote part of the American 
continent would have rendered war inevitable. The class of 
questions of which the Alabama is the type, were perhaps the 

f-avest that ever perplexed the diplomocy of civilized nations, 
ut yet we find that, when Lord Stanley and Mr. Johnson 
quietly talk the subject over, they are able, without difficulty, 
to hit upon a mode of settlement which, while it does not 
weaken the self-respect of either nation, provides a sure way 
of escape from complicated national misunderstandings. In 
agreeing to a form of arbitration the two governments for the 
first time give effect to the recrmmondation of the Treaty of 
Paris. There is no longer a danger that Lord Clarendon's 
wise proposition, at the Paris Peace Congress of 1856, will 
remain a dead letter. Since the close of the Russian war, 
England and America have first among the nations of Christen- 
dom set an example of referring controversies of a momen- 
tous character to the decision of a friendly power. This 
establishes a great precedent, which will tell upon the future of 
Europe. Even if it only governs the future conduct of our 
own statesmen, and reduce the danger of war, so far as we 
are concerned, to a minium, it would be fraught with blessings 
to ourselves and our posterity. — Noncomformist, Eng. 



A eeal Peace-man. — We predicted, on learning Henry 
Richard's election to the House of Commons last autumn, 
that we should hear from him in due time ; hut we confess 
we did not expect to hear so soon, and with so much pro- 
mise, as in his maiden speech, July 6th, " of and hour's 
duration, so able and interesting as to be listened to with 
marked attention by the House." A man that can so early 
in his Parliamentary career be even tolerated in the House 
of Commons for an hour on such a theme as he was called 
upon by his constituents to discuss, must be likely to make 
in time his mark on the public. We are glad to see an 
out-and-out peace-man in Parliament. 



WAR ON CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES. 

One of the conditions of the treaty with Mexico, it is 
said, was that any future war which may break out be- 
tween the two countries shall be conducted on Christian 
principles. Now, we all know that this is an age of prog- 
ress, and that all sorts of improvements are constantly 
taking place in all sorts of matters ; but war on Christian 
principles is certainly the latest, and, if carried out, will, 
we think, prove the greatest of them all. 

Just imagine it. We think we can see the two armies 
drawn out in battle array. A fair field is before them. 
The ranks are formed, the positions taken, the great guns 
unlimbered. General Scott is just about to give the order 
to fire, when an aid comes up and respectfully reminds him 
that the war is to be conducted on Christian principles, 
and it will not do to fire. "Very true,.very true," says 
the Commander-in-chief; "but what are they? I have 
read Vauban, and Scheiter, and Turenne. I have read the 
lives of the old conquerors, and have studied the campaigns 
of the greatest soldiers ; but I never happened to come 
across these principles in any work upon the military art. 
Do you know anything about it, Colonel ? " 

' No.' " Nor you, Major ? " ' Nor I, either.' 

" I really don't know how to begin. I suppose it would 
not do to shoot. Suppose we send for the Chaplain." 

The Chaplain arrives. " Do you know anything about 
this fighting on Christian principles ? " 

' Oh, yes ; it is the easiest thing in the world.' 

" Where are the books ? " 

« Here ; ' and the Chaplain takes out the Bible. 

" Really," says the General, " we ought to have thought 
of this before. It is a bad time to commence the study of 
tactics when the enemy is right before us ; but I suppose 
we are bound by the treaty. What is the first thing, Mr. 
Chaplain?" 

' Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.' 

"But these are not neighbors. They are Mexicans." 

' The same book tells us, a little further on, that the 
opportunity to do good to a man makes him our neigh- 
bor.' 

" Will you go on, Mr. Chaplain ? " 

* Love your enemies. ' Do good to them that hate you. 
Pray for them that despitefully use you. If a man smite 
you on one cheek, turn to him the other.' 

" But while we are praying for the Mexicans, they will 
be firing into us." 

• No ; they are bound by the treaty also. It works both 
ways.' 

" Then, what is the use of our arms ? " 

' This is all provided for in the same book. Beat your 
swords into ploughshares, and your spears into pruning- 
hooks' 

" Then I do not see as there is anything for us to do 
here." 

' Nothing, unless you send over and ask Santa Anna if 
he needs anything in the way of medicines, or provisions, or 



